Raising up children with a Christian educational foundation to anchor them in life

Annual Fundraising Hope Lutheran School
Thanks to your support last year, students from age 2-12 are blessed with experienced and caring
teachers and staff and are enjoying the benefits of Christian education. Our fundraising efforts for the school
year (fall 2017 to spring 2018) are underway. Status reports and presentations on specific funding activities are
being communicated via the congregation’s e-mail distribution list, mailings, and during church announcements
on Sundays. We hope this approach will improve communications and if you ever have any questions please
contact a Fundraising Focus Group member or the school office (529-8080). The FFG members are listed at the
end of this article. Our goal is to have the majority of these funds collected by the end of January 2018 so that
we can plan for the next school year. The following paragraphs provide specific details on our current focus:
Idaho Tax Code giving.
The State of Idaho will generously reduce YOUR TAXES by subtracting 50% of your donation to
an educational institution from the taxes you owe. There is an upper limit on just how generous the state of
Idaho wants to be and it is $2,000 for a married couple filing a joint return and $1,000 for a person filing a
single return. These values are much higher for a business; see the Request For Partners on our web site
allabouthope.org for more information.
So this is how it works. A married couple filing a joint return and donating $2,000 will have $1,000
taken off their taxes. In addition, if they also itemize their deductions, they will reduce their “taxable
income” by $2,000, which in turn will reduce the amount of State and Federal taxes they owe. The RFP has
more information on this option and you will need to talk to your tax consultant to understand your specific
return potential and estimate your “out-of-pocket” expense. The two big advantages of giving this way are:
(1) Your GIVING IS MULTIPLIED by using the state matching funds. Your actual “out-of-pocket” cost after

you get your tax return is much less than the money that was donated e.g., the final cost of giving $2,000
could be less than $500. This works for businesses on an even larger scale – see the RFP!
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New this year, we are offering “incentives” to: (1) get new donors into this program and (2) encourage
other donors to increase their giving to the maximum state allowed levels. Funds for this effort are coming from
larger donors who are willing to “gift” money in a “matching funds” strategy to lower or eliminate the donor’s
“out-of-pocket” cost. That’s right; your cost can be zero after you get your tax returns. This is how the
“matching funds” rebate works. In the previous example, if the couple’s “out-of-pocket” expense
after filing taxes is calculated to be $500, they could receive $500 (in cash or SCRIP or both)
from the “matching funds” and have a net cost of Zero i.e. “goose egg”. If a couple gave
$2,000, but did not itemize their deductions then their “out-of- pocket” expense would be $1,000
and they could get up to $1,000 from “matching funds” to zero their cost. It can’t get any better
than that, but the matching funds are limited and will be distributed on a “first come, first served” basis. So
please take advantage of this opportunity soon.
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How to Give: Your giving can be done with a check or electronically (go to allabouthope.org and at the
bottom of the page just click on the “Donate” button). Next identify:
(1) The amount of “matching funds” you want to off-set your “out-of-pocket” expenses
(2) The form of “matching funds” e.g., SCRIP, or a cashier’s check, or both
(3) How you wish to receive your “matching funds” – mail or personal delivery to your home.

Put this information in an envelope marked “Hope School” and (a) place it in the offering, (b) mail it to the
school (2071 12th St., Idaho Falls, 83404), or (c) simply talk to an FFG member. When you choose SCRIP,
please identify the store, the dollar amount and number of gift cards. A SCRIP order form is included at the end
of this article. We appreciate you using SCRIP (store gift cards) because it is another form of fundraising for the
school. You can use the SCRIP for your Christmas shopping or simply use them as Christmas gifts and skip the
shopping hassle. If we don’t have your specific SCRIP on hand it will take about two week for delivery.
Contact any FFG member, or the church office, with questions, suggestions, and contact names of
companies or people that you think may be inclined to support the school. The FFG members are Mitch Meyer,
Roger Henry, and Bob Holzworth. Get in touch with the church office, at 208-529-8080, to obtain their contact
information.
We need your help making contacts. One way you can do this is to pick up a copy of the RFP at church
and give it to anyone that might be interested in understanding our situation and the different giving options.
Above all else we need your prayers for success, guidance, and wisdom in establishing new
relationships with like-minded community members and businesses. Thanks for taking the time to read this
information and if you have questions or comments please contact us.
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SCRIP Information

