
Christ said to his disciples, "If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven"*.  The Pastor says “I” because 

Jesus said “you.” The pastor, though sinful, speaks for God and announces God's cleansing forgiveness to 

those who made confession. John 20:23. 
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AS WE GATHER 
 

Our Savior Jesus Christ told us He was going to His Father. The first disciples saw Him 

do this, actually leaving them and us behind, ascending through the clouds. 

But they and we are to know His “going” is not exactly His “leaving.” For He has 

not left us alone as orphans. We are to know that His real presence with us is 

now not by sight but by faith through His Sacraments. It is His voice we hear from now on, saying, “I forgive you all your 

sins.” By faith we know that Holy Baptism and Holy Communion are not primarily something we do only to remember Him 

but the Means by which He washes us and fills us now with His righteousness. Through it all, we are formed by His cross, 

enduring suffering for His sake with the great and sure hope that, in the end, we will be with Him forever. 

 

What is the World to Me LSB 730 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation LSB 203 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus 

Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have 

sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us 

take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

Confession of Sins LSB 203 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Absolution LSB 203 

P Almighty God 

in His mercy has given 

His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 

 

Introit Ps. 100:1–5; antiphon: Ps. 101:1 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2020.23


A I will sing of steadfast love and | justice;* 

C to you, O LORD, I will make | music. 

A Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the earth!* 

C Serve the LORD with gladness! Come into his presence with | singing! 

A Know that the LORD, | he is God!* 

C It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his | pasture. 

A Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his | courts with praise!* 

C Give thanks to him; | bless his name! 

A For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures for- | ever,* 

C and his faithfulness to all gener- | ations. 

 Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

     and to the Holy | Spirit; 

 as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

     is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

A I will sing of steadfast love and | justice;* 

C to you, O LORD, I will make | music. 

 

Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave us not without consolation but send us the Spirit of 

truth whom You promised from the Father; for You live and reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 



  

C Amen. 

 

First Reading Acts 1:12–26 

 

Epistle 1 Peter 4:12–19; 5:6–11 

 

 

Alleluia and Verse 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 17:1–11 

 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  



And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

O Christ, Who Called the Twelve LSB 856 

 

Sermon 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

Service of the Sacrament 

 

Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

 

 

 

 

Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 



The greeting of peace which Jesus spoke on the first Easter is shared before we approach the altar to 

receive Him.  In the Lord's Supper, the body and blood of Christ are truly present in, with, and under the 

bread and wine. John 14:27;  John 20:19-21 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that 

whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

  

Having revealed Your glory in the face of Your only-begotten Son, who suffered, died, and rose for our salvation, You have 

exalted Him to the highest majesty at Your right hand, that He might graciously fill all things. 

  

Grant us faithfully to eat and drink this Holy Supper, trusting our reigning Savior Jesus, who, though unseen in His ascended 

glory, is here present to save by His body and blood. 

  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the 

Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 
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Distribution 

 

At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing LSB 633 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 

mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Crown Him with Many Crowns LSB 525 
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