
SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST—PROPER 10 
 
That Which Does Give Life 
 
July 12, 2020 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 
The Word works! The Word of God is our only source of 
everlasting life. Through Isaiah, God explains that His Word is as effective as rain 
causing growth in plants. As David writes poetically, His care causes all the trees of the 
field to clap their hands. And the Word will work in our lives so that we will “go out in 
joy and be led forth in peace,” as Isaiah puts it. Indeed, Jesus, the Word in the flesh, 
succeeded in giving us peace and joy by rising victorious over sin, death, and the 
power of the devil. As a result, Paul explains in the Epistle, we are God’s adopted 
children, calling out to Him, “Abba, Father.” But there is work for us to do! As we let the 
Word work through us, we can expect that, in spite of opposition of all sorts from the 
world, if we but hear and understand, we will certainly bear fruit for our heavenly 
Father. 
 
 

 PREPARATION  
 
 
HYMN “When Morning Gilds the Skies”  LSB 807 
 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
 
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People: who made heaven and earth. 
 
Pastor: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
People: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
Pastor: In today’s Epistle, Paul reminds us that “the Spirit Himself bears witness 

with our spirit that we are children of God.” Let us therefore go to our 
gracious heavenly Father, confessing our sins. 

 



Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
Pastor: In the Old Testament Reading, God promises, “My word . . . shall not return 

to Me empty; it shall accomplish . . . and shall succeed.” 
People: But we do not trust You in all things. We have sinned in thought, 

word, and deed. Forgive us, heavenly Father. 
 
Pastor: Then God tells us, “You shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace.” 
People: But we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. Hear us, free us, 

and lead us in paths pleasing to You, heavenly Father. 
 
Pastor: In the Gospel, our Lord explains that “the one who hears the word and 

understands it . . . bears fruit.” By the grace of God, we believe and 
understand that Jesus, the Word of God in the flesh, succeeded in 
destroying death and rising victorious for us. For His sake, God forgives us 
and uses us to bear fruit for Him. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. May the Word planted inside you produce 
a great harvest for our gracious Lord. 

People: Amen. Thanks be to God! 
 

 WORD  
 
KYRIE 
 
Pastor: O Lord, 
People: have mercy on us. 
 
Pastor: O Christ, 
People: have mercy on us. 
 
Pastor: O Lord, 
People: have mercy on us, and give us Your peace. Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE “To God Be The Glory” 
 
1 To God be the glory, great things he hath done 
 So loved he the world that he gave his only son, 
 Who yielded his life an atonement for sin, 
 And opened the life-gate that all may go in. 
 
 Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, Let the earth hear his voice! 
 Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, Let the people rejoice! 
 O Come to the Father through Jesus the Son, 



 And give Him the glory, great things he hath done. 
 
2 O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, 
 To ev’ry believer, the promise of God; 
 The vilest offender who truly believes, 
 That moment from Jesus a pardon receives. 
 
 Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, Let the earth hear his voice! 
 Praise the Lord, praise the L:ord, Let the people rejoice! 
 O Come to the Father through Jesus the Son, 
 And give Him the glory, great things he hath done. 
 
3 Great things he hath taught us, great things he has done, 
 And great our rejoicing through Jesus the son; 
 But purer, and higher, and greater will be 
 Our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. 
 
 Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, Let the earth hear his voice! 
 Praise the Lord, praise the L:ord, Let the people rejoice! 
 O Come to the Father through Jesus the Son, 
 And give Him the glory, great things he hath done. 
 
SALUTATION 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

 
Gracious God, who has given us this good earth in which to live and who 
sends rain and sun to cause plants to produce fruit and grain for harvest, 

 continue to send Your life-giving Word to us so that we resist the cares of 
this world and return to You a harvest of new sons and daughters, through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 55:10–13  
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 



EPISTLE Romans 8:12–17 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
VERSE Isaiah 40:8 
 
Pastor: Alleluia. The grass withers, the flower fades, 
People: but the word of our God will stand forever. Alleluia. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23   
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
(The Gospel is read.) 
 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “Your Kingdom, O God, Is My Glorious Treasure” LSB 654 
 
SERMON 
 
CREED Apostle’s Creed 
 
People: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
       maker of heaven and earth. 
  
  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
       born of the virgin Mary, 
       suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucified, died and was buried. 
       He descended into hell. 
       The third day He rose again from the dead. 
       He ascended into heaven 
       and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
       From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
       the holy Christian Church, 
            the communion of saints, 
       the forgiveness of sins, 



       the resurrection of the body, 
       and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
OFFERTORY “Sing to the Lord of Harvest” LSB 893 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH Psalm 65:2–5, 9, 11 
 
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer 
 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
 
People: Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom 
  and the power and the glory 
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 
HYMN  “Abide, O Dearest Jesus” LSB 919 
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