
EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST—PROPER 12 

 

Unfettered Love 

July 26, 2020 

 

AS WE GATHER 

 

Love is a many-splendored thing, says an old song. Oh, how 

we love the love stories! Sad, however, that so many of the great love stories end in 

sorrow and tragedy. But not the story of God’s love. His is the greatest love story of all. 

It began with a promise to Adam and Eve still smarting over their guilt and suffering 

the shame of their betrayal. It was lived out among a people marked with the promise 

that a Savior would rise up from them. It was kept alive by the prophet’s voice. It was 

made flesh and blood in Christ. Though we are unfaithful, God is always faithful. His 

love always triumphs. 

 

Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing LSB 528 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation LSB 203 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, and call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another 

that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves 

from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite 

mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and 

saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 



 

Confession of Sins LSB 203 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Absolution LSB 203 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 

 

IntroitPs. 105:2–6; antiphon: Ps. 105:1 

A Oh give thanks to the LORD; call up- | on his name;* 

C make known his deeds among the | peoples! 

A Sing to him, sing prais- | es to him;* 

C tell of all his | wondrous works! 

A Glory in his | holy name;* 

C let the hearts of those who seek the | LORD rejoice! 

A Seek the LORD | and his strength;* 

C seek his presence con- | tinually! 

A Remember the wondrous works that | he has done,* 

C his miracles, and the judgments he | uttered, 

A O offspring of Abraham, his | servant,* 

C children of Jacob, his | chosen ones! 

 Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

    and to the Holy | Spirit; 

 as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

    is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

A Oh give thanks to the LORD; call up- | on his name;* 

C make known his deeds among the | peoples! 

 

Kyrie LSB 204 



 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love, that, 

receiving what You have promised, we may love what You have commanded; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,  who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 7:6–9 

 

Epistle Romans 8:28–39 

 



 

Alleluia and Verse 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 13:44–52 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 



     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Abide with Me LSB 878 

 

Sermon 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Lord’s Prayer  LSB 209 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart LSB 806 

 

Benediction  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Go, My Children, with My Blessing LSB 922 
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