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A Love That Doesn’t Retaliate 
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AS WE GATHER 

 

Some voices in our world today claim that good needs evil 

in order to help what is right truly express itself. The Bible takes a different view, giving 

us God’s perspective on good and evil. That which is truly virtuous doesn’t depend on 

evil. No, quite the opposite, that which is good—God and His love in Jesus Christ—

actively dispels evil at the cross. By His resurrection from death’s grave, Jesus crushes 

evil and guarantees that it has no power over those who trust in Him. Remaining in 

Christ’s love, we respond to the evil in our world, even the evil that comes directly at us 

through the wrongdoings of our enemies, with the goodness of forgiveness. Instead of 

retaliating against evil ourselves, we allow our good and gracious God to respond to it, 

and overcome it, in our loving Savior. 

 

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling LSB 700 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation LSB 203 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, 

let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another 

that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves 

from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite 



mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and 

saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

Confession of Sins LSB 203 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Absolution LSB 203 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 

 

IntroitPs. 37:5–7; antiphon: Ps. 37:4 

A Delight yourself | in the LORD,* 

C and he will give you the desires | of your heart. 

A Commit your way | to the LORD;* 

C trust in him, and | he will act. 

A He will bring forth your righteousness | as the light,* 

C and your justice as the | noonday. 

A Be still before the LORD and wait patiently | for him;* 

C fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way, over the man who 

carries out evil de-    | vices! 

    Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

       and to the Holy | Spirit; 

    as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

      is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

A Delight yourself | in the LORD,* 

C and he will give you the desires | of your heart. 

 

Kyrie LSB 204 

 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 



 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross for 

our redemption. Grant us courage to take up our cross daily and follow Him 

wherever He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 15:15–21 

 

Epistle Romans 12:9–21 

 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 205 

 



 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 16:21–28 

 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 



     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross LSB 425 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Lift High the Cross LSB 837 

 


