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Built on “The Christ” 
August 23, 2020 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 
 
Acknowledging Jesus as the Christ is central to our 
confession of faith as individual Christians and vital in our worship as the gathered 
people of God. In our use of that divine title, we echo the words of the angel who spoke 
to the shepherds in the field outside of Bethlehem with the Gospel message, “For unto 
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11). 
We are blessed in knowing that Jesus, the Christ, is not only God in person in human 
form but that He is God for us. St. Patrick poetically spoke his confession with the 
words “Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, Christ in me.” As we 
confess Jesus as the Christ this day, we are joining with saints and angels as well as 
with the sisters and brothers that surround us gathered for worship! 
 

 PREPARATION  
 
Christ is Our Cornerstone  LSB 912 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
OPENING SENTENCES 
 
Pastor: We have begun our worship in the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. Let us speak together the words of the Apostles’ Creed 
regarding the Third Person of the Holy Trinity. 

People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Pastor:  What does this mean? 
People: I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus 

Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by 
the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in 
the true faith. 
 
In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the 



whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the 
one true faith. 
 
In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and 
the sins of all believers. 
 
On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life 
to me and all believers in Christ. 
 
This is most certainly true. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: Let us now confess our sin to God, our merciful Father. 
 
People: Gracious God, with contrition and repentance, we admit and confess 

our sinfulness. We are by nature sinful and unclean. Daily we have 
sinned by things we have done and left undone. We indeed deserve 
Your punishment in this life and for eternity. Trusting in Your mercy, 
we come to You for forgiveness. Our trust is not in ourselves but in 
the merits of Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Have mercy on us, O 
God. Grant us remission of all of our sins, and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit at work within our hearts and lives, lead us into ways that 
reflect Your goodness and love. 

Pastor: God is gracious and merciful and hears our supplications. By the command 
of our Lord and as His called and ordained servant, I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

 WORD  
 
INTROIT Psalm 2:6–7; Psalm 117; antiphon: Psalm 115:18 
 
Pastor: But we will bless the LORD 

   from this time forth and forevermore. Praise the LORD! 
 
People: As for Me, I have set My King 

   on Zion, My holy hill. 
 
Pastor: I will tell of the decree: 

   The LORD said to Me, “You are My Son; today I have begotten You,” 
 
People: Praise the LORD, all nations! 

   Extol Him, all peoples! 
 



Pastor: For great is His steadfast love toward us, 
   and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. Praise the LORD! 

 
People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

   and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
   is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
Pastor: But we will bless the LORD 

   from this time forth and forevermore. Praise the LORD! 
 
KYRIE  
 
Pastor: Lord, have mercy; 
People: Christ, have mercy; 
Pastor: Lord, have mercy. 

 

 
O Bless the Lord, My Soul  LSB 814 
 
SALUTATION 
 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

 
Almighty God, You inspired Peter to confess Jesus as the Christ, Your 
living Son. Keep Your Church firm on the rock of this faith, that in unity and 
peace the Savior will be proclaimed throughout the world until the end of 
time as the Holy Spirit works in the lives of Your people. This we ask 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 51:1–6  
 
Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 



EPISTLE Romans 11:33–12:8  
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
VERSE Ephesians 2:19b–20 
 
Pastor: Alleluia. You are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 

household of God,  
People: built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 

Himself being the cornerstone. Alleluia. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 16:13–20  
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
(The Gospel is read.) 
 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me  LSB 722  
 
SERMON 
 
CREED Apostles’ Creed 
 
People: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
      maker of heaven and earth. 
  
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
      born of the virgin Mary, 
      suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died and was buried. 
      He descended into hell. 
      The third day He rose again from the dead. 
      He ascended into heaven 
      and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
      From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy Christian Church, 



           the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 
      and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
 
People: Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom 
  and the power and the glory 
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 
OFFERTORY  
“Take My Life and Let it Be”  LSB 783 vs 3-6 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 
The Church’s One Foundation  LSB 644 
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