SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST— PROPER 20
Cursed Comparing and Grandiose Giving

September 20, 2020

AS WE GATHER

We find it hard not to notice others—what - they have, what

they earn, and how they live. What is worse, however, is that we constantly compare
ourselves to others. Most of the time we figure that we are on the short end of the
stick. But when it comes to the kingdom of God, there is no room for quick
comparisons. Instead, we stand in awe of God's rich mercy and generous grace. This is
far more than we deserve. If we insist upon comparing our situation to others and
complaining, God’s response is clear. Take what you have been given and leave. But if
we let go of the comparisons, we find ourselves blessed beyond measure with His
forgiveness, life, and salvation.

Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens LSB 589

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation

[P} In the name of the Father and of the -I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation LSB 184

[P) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

[P) Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

[P) | said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins LSB 184



[P] O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and
eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of
them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Absolution LSB 185

[P] Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Kyrie LSB 186
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

[P) The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

[P] Let us pray.
Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You relying on anything
we have done, help us trust in Your abiding grace and live according to Your Word;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading /saiah 55:6-9
Epistle Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30

Alleluia LSB 190
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Holy Gospel Matthew 20:1-16

Nicene Creed

| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead



and the life "I+ of the world to come. Amen.

For Me to Live Is Jesus LSB 742

Sermon

Offertory LSB 192

| , |
[ 1D ! ! [ I I I I [ I [ I
GieeSSSe S SEs== ==
[ [ [ I '
Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re-
o —
5 — 1 i' r e Y E— —— r |
new a right spir-it with - in me Cast me not a -
fH | | | .
[ 1D I | | | T I I | | | | ]
| | | | | I I | I | | | | [ I 1
D) A S
way fromThy pres-ence,and take not Thy Ho-ly Spir-it
fH | . |
i T —T—T T \ — T T — H I —— -
[ £ . WL ] | | 1 I | | I I | | 1 I
i ™~ ™~ o |
fromme. Re -storeun-to me the joy of Thy sal-va -
fH | . [
A e —t+—F—++—+—+—T++—+p+—+—1—1
Q=T J e = F | J o & | ¥ o g1 g g | L1
e [ [ e
tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it. A - men.
Prayer of the Church

P Lord, in Your mercy
C hear our prayer.

Service of the Sacrament
Preface LSB 194
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@ Lift up  your hearts.



@ Let us give thanks un- to the Lord, our God.

It is meet and right so to do.

Proper Preface (Abbreviated) LSB 7194

[P] It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195
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Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses



as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 7197

[P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My ~} blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 197
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.

Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior LSB 679

Nunc Dimittis LSB 799
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Thanksgiving LSB 200

[P) O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
and His mercy endureth forever.

Post-Communion Collect

[P) Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us



through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Salutation LSB 201

[P) The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Benediction LSB 202

[P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and *I+ give you peace.
Amen.

Sent Forth by God's Blessing LSB 643
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