
FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

 

The Best Mystery, Revealed 

 

December 20, 2020 

 

AS WE GATHER 

 

We stand at the threshold not only of an old and familiar story but also that of an old 

yet familiar mystery, the greatest mystery ever told. It doesn’t appear on any list of 

greatest novels or plays written by earthly authors. It is the mystery of God. More 

specifically, it is the mystery of His love for the salvation of the world. But as we prepare 

to review the mystery of God—the Son of God becoming incarnate in our human flesh 

and born of the Virgin Mary—the greater mystery is that He, Jesus, looks over your 

shoulder now in the retelling and hearing of Christmas. The greater mystery is that you 

not only know the old, familiar story but also that you believe it. And believing brings 

about the best mystery of all—that your sins are forgiven, that you have a new, eternal 

life, that you are forever a child, a son, a daughter born of God. The Gospel—the 

wisdom and mystery of God—is no longer a secret. For it is told by your own mouth 

singing of God’s love and salvation in Jesus Christ. 

 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357 vs 1-3 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation LSB 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 



 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession of Sins LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 

eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

Absolution LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 

and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Lighting the Advent Candle 

 

“We Light the Advent Candle” Tune LSB 366 

 

We light the Advent candle 

And wait for Christ to come. 

With hope, we trust the promise 

That He will bring us home. 

Our hope is in our Savior 

Who wins for us God’s favor. 

We wait with growing light 

Till God makes all things right! 

 

Service of the Word 

 

Introit Ps. 19:1, 4c, 5–6; antiphon: Is. 45:8a, b 

A Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain down | righteousness;* 

C let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear fruit. 



A The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his | 

handiwork.* 

C In them he has set a tent | for the sun, 

A which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his | chamber,* 

C and, like a strong man, runs its | course with joy. 

A Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the | end of them,* 

C and there is nothing hidden | from its heat. 

 Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

    and to the Holy | Spirit; 

 as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

    is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

A Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain down | righteousness;* 

C let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear fruit. 

 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins 

which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 

Special Music “The Angel Gabriel” 

 

Old Testament Reading 2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16 

 

Epistle Romans 16:25-27 



 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 1:26–38 

 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 



     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357 vs 4-7 

 

Sermon 

 

Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

 

Preface LSB 194 

 

 
  



 
  

 
  

 
  

 
 

Proper Preface (Abbreviated) LSB 194 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 



          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

 
  

 
 

 

 

Agnus Dei  LSB 198 

 

 



 

 

 
 

The Infant Priest Was Holy Born LSB 624 tune 461 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



Thanksgiving LSB 200 

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 

 

Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C    Amen. 

 

Salutation LSB 201 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Prepare the Royal Highway LSB 343  

 


