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AS WE GATHER 
 
Today we celebrate the Baptism of Jesus. At Jesus’ Baptism, God the Father speaks 
from heaven, revealing Jesus to be His beloved Son, and the Holy Spirit descends in 
the form of a dove. All three persons of the Trinity make their presence known at 
Jesus’ Baptism. All three persons of the Trinity made their presence known at our 
Baptism as well as we are revealed to be God’s beloved children. 
 

 PREPARATION  
 
HYMN  “Holy Spirit, Light Divine” LSB 496 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
OPENING SENTENCES Genesis 1:1–2; Psalm 29:3–4 
 
Pastor:  In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 
People: And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 
 
Pastor:  And God said, “Let there be light.” 
People: The voice of the Lord is over the waters. 
 
Pastor:  The voice of the Lord is powerful. 
People: The voice of the Lord is full of majesty. 
 
Pastor:  The voice of the Lord reveals Jesus as His Son. 
People: The voice of the Lord reveals we are His children too. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor: In Holy Baptism, each of us was baptized into the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. In Baptism, we were united with Christ. 
Yet, we have often lived as if we were entirely independent and 
autonomous. We have lived as if our identity were not in Jesus, but in our 



own selfish desires. Yet, our heavenly Father invites us to turn back to Him 
and ask for His forgiveness. 

 
Silence for reflection. 
 
Pastor:  Heavenly Father, 
People: we confess that we are by nature sinful and have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed. On account of Jesus, forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us to follow after You. Amen. 

 
Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die and rise for you. In 

Baptism, you were united to Christ in both His death and resurrection. You 
were buried with Him, but also raised to walk in newness of life. So upon 
this, your confessions, I as a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

 WORD  
 
HYMN OF PRAISE  “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” LSB 394 
 
SALUTATION 
 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

 
Heavenly Father, at the Baptism of Jesus, You revealed Him as Your 
beloved Son. Unite us to Christ, that we may daily die to sin and arise to 
newness of life, so that we might rejoice in and share the truth of Your 
Gospel; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 1:1–5 
 
Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 



EPISTLE Romans 6:1–11  
 
Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
VERSE Mark 1:11b 
 
Pastor:  Alleluia. “You are My beloved Son;  
People: with You I am well pleased”. Alleluia. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Mark 1:4–11 
 
Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
(The Gospel is read.) 
 
Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It” LSB 594 
 
SERMON 
 
CREED Apostles’ Creed 
 

People:    I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 



     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
 
People: Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom 
  and the power and the glory 
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 
OFFERTORY “Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning” LSB 400 vs 1,3,4 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 
HYMN  “God Loves Me Dearly” LSB 392 
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