
THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD 
 
Elijah, the Shadow Man 
 
February 14, 2021 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 
Although many travelers to the Holy Land focus their visits on 
biblical sites located in Israel, there are many noteworthy sacred locations in today’s 
nation of Jordan, on the east side of the Jordan River. Two of these sites are the site 
called Tell Mar Elias, by tradition the place where the prophet Elijah was born, and 
Elijah’s Hill, near the Jordan River location of Jesus’ Baptism, where it is said that 
Elijah ascended to heaven in the whirlwind. Both sites were the location of notable 
Christian churches centuries ago. Elijah has long been remembered and honored by 
Christian people as a precursor to Jesus and an important historical figure of faith. Yet 
Elijah was a human being—just like us. His presence on the Mount of Transfiguration 
with Jesus and Moses reminds us of what is to come for us humans by God’s grace for 
the sake of our glorious and glorified Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 PREPARATION  
 
OPENING HYMN LSB 537 “Beautiful Savior” 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
OPENING SENTENCES Isaiah 30:15, 18, 29 
 
Pastor:  For thus said the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel, 
People: “In returning and rest you shall be saved; in quietness and in trust 

shall be your strength.” 
 
Pastor: Therefore the LORD waits to be gracious to you, and therefore He exalts 

Himself to show mercy to you. 
People: For the LORD is a God of justice; blessed are all those who wait for 
Him. 
 
Pastor:  You shall have a song as in the night when a holy feast is kept, 
People: and gladness of heart, as when one sets out to the sound of the flute 

to go to the mountain of the LORD, to the Rock of Israel. 



 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor: O God, our Father, we admit and confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean and that we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. 
People: Have mercy on us, and forgive us, O Lord. 
 
Pastor: We confess that we have not always brought glory to You through our 

words and our deeds. 
People: Have mercy on us, and forgive us, O Lord. 
 
Pastor: We repent of the sins we have done, both those which we know and those 

things unknown to us that are against Your righteous laws. 
People: Have mercy on us, and forgive us, O Lord. Amen 
 
Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE LSB 477 “Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven” 
 

 WORD  
 
SALUTATION 
 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

 
God of grace and glory, before Your Son turned His face to Jerusalem and 
Mount Calvary, on another mountain You revealed His glory as He 
appeared with Moses and Elijah. Sustain Your Church both by His glory 
and also by Your grace, and help us to reflect the glory of Your love to all; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING 2 Kings 2:1–12  
 



Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE 2 Corinthians 3:12–13; 4:1–6  
 
Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
VERSE 
 
Pastor:   Alleluia. You are the most handsome of the sons of men; 
People: grace is poured upon your lips. Alleluia 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Mark 9:2–9  
 
Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the ninth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
(The Gospel is read.) 
 
Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
HYMN  LSB 414 “ ’Tis Good, Lord, to Be Here” 
 
SERMON 
 
CREED Apostles’ Creed 
 
People: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
       maker of heaven and earth. 
  
  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
       born of the virgin Mary, 
       suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucified, died and was buried. 
       He descended into hell. 
       The third day He rose again from the dead. 
       He ascended into heaven 
       and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
       From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 



       the holy Christian Church, 
            the communion of saints, 
       the forgiveness of sins, 
       the resurrection of the body, 
       and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
 
People: Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom 
  and the power and the glory 
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 
OFFERTORY LSB 417 (tune 376) “Alleluia, Song of Gladness” 
 
BENEDICTION 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 
HYMN  “Shine, Jesus, Shine” [LSB 417; HS98 819] 

 
Lord, the light of Your love is shining 
In the midst of the darkness shining; 
Jesus, Light of the World, shine upon us, 
Set us free by the truth You now bring us, 
Shine on me, shine on me. 
 
Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father’s glory; 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire. 
Flow, river flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy. 



Send forth Your Word, Lord and let there be light. 
 
Lord, I come to Your awesome presence, 
From the shadows into Your radiance; 
By the blood I may enter Your Brightness, 
Search me, try me, consume all my darkness, 
Shine on me, shine on me. 
 
Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father’s glory; 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire. 
Flow, river flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy. 
Send forth Your Word, Lord and let there be light. 
 
As I gaze on Your kingly brightness, 
So our faces display Your likeness; 
Ever changing from glory to glory, 
Mirror’d here may our lives tell Your story, 
Shine on me, shine on me. 
 
Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father’s glory; 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire. 
Flow, river flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy. 
Send forth Your Word, Lord and let there be light. 
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