FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
Even When Something Is Drastically Wrong, God Provides

February 21, 2021

AS WE GATHER

“By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the
promises was in the act of offering up his only son, of whom it was said, ‘Through Isaac
shall your offspring be named.” He considered that God was able even to raise him
from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back” (Hebrews
11:17-19). The writer to the Hebrews makes such a beautiful statement about
something that must have been literally gut-wrenching for Abraham. Losing a loved
one is hard. Losing a child is incredibly hard. But being asked to sacrifice your one and
only son? It seems unfathomable. Yet, this presents a poignant truth for us—when
everything looks so wrong, God provides by keeping His promises for us and by being
with us.

O Christ, You Walked the Road LSB 424

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation

[P} In the name of the Father and of the -I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation LSB 184

[P) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

[P) Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

[P) | said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.



Confession of Sins LSB 184

(P)

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and
eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of
them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Absolution LSB 7185
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Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit Ps. 97:9-13; antiphon: Ps. 91:15-16
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When he calls to me, | will answer him; | will be with him in | trouble;*
I will rescue him and | honor him.
With long life | will sat- | isfy him*
and show him my sal- | vation.
Because you have made the LORrRD your | dwelling place—*
the Most High, who is my | refuge—
no evil shall be allowed to be- | fall you,*
no plague come | near your tent.
For he will command his angels con- | cerning you*
to guard you in | all your ways.
On their hands they will | bear you up,*
lest you strike your foot a- | gainst a stone.
You will tread on the lion and the | adder;*
the young lion and the serpent you will trample | underfoot.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.



When he calls to me, | will answer him; | will be with him in | trouble;*
I will rescue him and | honor him.

With long life I will sat- | isfy him*

and show him my sal- | vation.
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Kyrie LSB 186
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Lord, have mer -cy up - on us. Christ, have mer -cy up-
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on us. Lord, have mer - cy up - on us.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

[P) The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

[P) Let us pray.
O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and brought
them to the promised land. Guide the people of Your Church that following our
Savior we may walk through the wilderness of this world toward the glory of the

world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading Genesis 22:1-18
Epistle James 1:12-18
Verse of the Dayfph. 6:11

[P} Put on the whole armor of God,
that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil.

Holy Gospel Mark 1:9-15

Nicene Creed



| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life - of the world to come. Amen.

The Lamb LSB 547

Sermon



Offertory LSB 192
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Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 194
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And with thy spir - it.

@ Let us give thanks un- to the Lord, our God.



Proper Preface (Abbreviated)

[P] It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times
You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195
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Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom

... evermore praising



and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 7197

[P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My I« body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My 1+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me."

Pax Domini LSB 197
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Jesus, Lead Thou On LSB 718

Nunc Dimittis LSB 799
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Thanksgiving LSB 200

[P] O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
and His mercy endureth forever.

Post-Communion Collect

[P) Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Salutation LSB 2017

[P The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Benediction LSB 202

[P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and *I+ give you peace.
Amen.

O God, Our Help in Ages Past LSB 733



