
Exodus 3:1-15 

We see problems in our lives and in the news or at work. Problems are all over the place. And 

some of these problems you can fix easily, but some just continue, seemingly forever, because 

well, “no one is going to do anything about it.” And so we put up with it. It drains us, but we 

rarely think, “Well, I should do something about it.” Because it’s easier to do the day to day, 

because “we wouldn’t know what to do anyway,” and “it would just upset the apple cart,” and 

because “it isn’t my fault anyway so why should I do something about it.” 

Verse 7 of our Exodus text says, “Then the Lord said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my 

people who are in Egypt and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters. I know their 

sufferings,” verse 9: “And now, behold, the cry of the people of Israel has come to me, and I 

have also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them.” And then, back a little to 

verse 8, God says: “well, that’s their fault because of their sin, and it’s not my problem and 

maybe they should do something about it!” 

Oh, sorry, that’s not what it says! It says in verse 8, “and I have come down to deliver them out 

of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land.” 

God sees a problem and decides, “who is going to do something about it?” (Verse 14 and 15 as 

he reveals his divine name…) Who is going to do something about it? God answers, “I AM.” 

And if you think that was a cheesy preacher move, you would be correct. But it’s still true. 

God is the I AM and he will be the one to intercede for his people. God is the I AM, so great and 

powerful, yet he will intercede for his people, because he cares about the seemingly small and 

insignificant. 



God is the I AM. The One who Is. We are blips on the radar, here for a time, then gone once more 

and the world with its problems will spin on without you. So If you need any more evidence to 

know you aren’t God, let that settle it, the universe does not depend on you. 

But the I AM? The One Who Is? It does depend on him. He is THE Essential Existence. Without 

him there is nothing. But there is certainly something, right? Look around! And how does it get 

here? The laws of Physics can’t make more matter (that’s the first law of thermodynamics), and 

time (thanks Einstein) is linked to matter and space. And so you can’t have one without the other. 

And yet it is all here! What can be beyond it? Us? No. Him? Yes.  

And it has to be, no? Not because we haven’t figured it out yet, no, the science says this: there 

has to be something outside it all, or else the nothing becomes the everything for no reason? And 

we know this, so the atheist will say “Maybe the universe is eternal.” But folks, that isn’t true. 

The laws of entropy would say that a universe will spread out, die out, and all the energy be 

dispersed. And yet we see suns, and stars, and planets, so many of them! They might respond: 

“Well, it hasn’t reached heat death because we just happen, in this eternal universe, to not be 

there yet!” Then I might respond, “Oh really, so we are on a timeline afterall then?” On the way 

somewhere. And if this journey has an end that we haven’t reached, does it have a beginning? It 

has to! 

And so we confess faith in the Great I AM, who is outside time and space, bringing it into being, 

painting on it like a canvas of Higgs Boson fields, which he created as well, by the way. Look 

that term up if you are interested in physics…  

But this is a sermon, and you aren’t here to listen to a wanna-be physicist. But I bring this up 

because these are real things people in the Church and in the world are thinking about! We look 



out and see more and more galaxies, it’s so vast! And this is a stumbling block for some people. 

“How could God be real if it’s so big, and how can he have visited us overgrown ameobas on our 

rock?” Do you see what that question is, it’s a question of (1) God’s Power and (2) his care for 

the details. And our text today addresses both of those: (1) He is the I AM, and yet, (2) he will 

stoop down to deliver his people.  

And if, as I just tried to give an outline for, probably poorly, but if reality necessitates a God, the 

question then is not “how can God be real if the universe is so big?” The question then is “how 

big must our God be since his creation is so vast?!” He is the I AM. Can we say his arm is too 

short to paint a brushstroke a thousand galaxies away? Or can we not ourselves grab a handful of 

sand and strew thousands across the ground in a second? He is the I AM. 

If God is real, which he has to be, the question is not, “how can he have visited us on our rock if 

there is so much more out there?” The question is “how great must his care be for us since there 

is so much more out there!?” It would be like saying there are 4 billion other women in the 

world, so my love for my wife can’t be real. No, I would contend it makes it more real. When it 

comes to the love of God, can we say there is something too small for him to care about? “Surely 

I have seen the affliction of my people and I will deliver them.”  

And if we want to talk about small, We can go small... Past cells, past proteins, to atoms, to 

electrons, smaller, to quarks and gluons… what intricate detail there is which brings about 

existence as we know it? A God so vast, beyond comprehension, yet so careful and precise.  

And so we wonder about beings on other planets because there are just so many planets, as if his 

arm is too short or love too small to care for his creatures anywhere. But then we turn around and 

see the great detail and design in creation and do the probabilities there, of that happening by 



accident and the statistics are staggering! This can’t all be an accident. And we wonder about 

these things and these things eternal, and if these thoughts and reflections are just chemicals 

interacting, how could we ever find truth? There must be something more! 

And in the midst of these grand questions and ideas about where we come from, where we are 

going, and where to find meaning in the big and the small, in the middle of that… our alarms go 

off and you have to get to work because the bills are coming due. And there’s probably going to 

be traffic, and you’re going to have to interact with that other overgrown amoeba who annoys 

you. And we crash back down to earth. Here we are, sitting in a little church in the corner of 

Idaho.  

Does something or someone out there really see? Really care? Will someone or something out 

there really do something tangible for me? 

Behold, The One who Is. The I Am. And he delivers his people out of their hardship and to a 

promised land. We see it in Exodus, we see it for you in Jesus. The Lord himself, comes to this 

rock to visit his people, and to give them his Word of promise that he does care and will deliver 

them. 

And he has come to deliver from more than Egyptians or Romans, to a greater promised land 

than the strip of land they are still fighting over to this day. To eternal life in heaven and more – a 

resurrection in the New Creation. The sadducees tried to trick him up there. And so Jesus 

explains, “No, sadducees, just because the contracts of marriage will look different, that doesn’t 

mean there won’t be a resurrection that his people might live, and rejoice, and know each other 

all the more…” And so Jesus goes around teaching these things, and people think he is crazy, 

until he calms a storm, heals the sick, raises the dead. “Could this be Him? The One who Is?” 



Which is why the pharisees will take their turns to challenge and try to trap Jesus. They say, “you 

talk of Abraham as if you knew him and he has been dead for over a thousand years!” Jesus 

responds, “Before Abraham was, I AM.” (John 8:58) Bad grammar? Or an outright confession 

that He, Jesus, is God. He doesn’t say, “Before Abraham was, He Is.” As if he is just some 

prophet like Moses. He says, “I AM.” And He is. Proven as he rises from the dead, who else can 

do such a thing, command death and life by His Word and the Strength of his Arm? Only the I 

AM. 

Here we are and we are still getting old, and sick, and got our bills to pay. Does Jesus do 

anything tangible to deliver us like his people of old? Or do we come here for a fluffy feeling 

that we are loved, but then it’s back to reality.  

If that is what church is for, then we are missing the point. If that is all church is then we have to 

spice it up, make it relevant, make it entertaining! But if our Savior, right now, walks with us 

through Real problems, and has worked, as he promised, to see us through real death… if that is 

what Church is about… well tell me something more needful, more tangible, more relevant than 

that.  

What’s more relevant than life eternal? And that seems hard to wrap your head around but who is 

in charge of time again? Is God still the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and the God of their 

rotting dusty bones, or their LIFE? 

What’s more relevant than for our eyes to open once more? And if that seems incredible well, are 

they not open now? At one time they weren’t, before we were born and we were just a part of 

God’s plan and God, through natural processes that he put in place caused them to open… if 

that’s real, then why can’t he do so again? Open them up to see, to live once more! 



And so we know life is real, we live it, out of nothing. We know the universe is real, we see it, 

out of nothing. And if existence and reality and life can come from this I AM – who is to say he 

can’t give it again?  

Especially when, in his Word, he promises he will! Especially when, he has demonstrated it 

himself! We know Jesus lived, we know he died, and then his eyes open again to life! Let us trust 

that God is big enough, strong enough to do this. Let us trust that his care is so great to notice 

people sinful and small like us. And has not his Word and gifts come to us? What else does that 

mean than all our problems will pale in comparison to his work of salvation?  

Brothers and sisters we are more than overgrown amoebas who for some reason have to pay 

bills. More than chemical interactions. There is more going on here. There is a universe out of 

nothing, there is life and consciousness out of nothing, how? Because of a great God, the I AM, 

and because of his care for the smallest and least, even us. And so take heart, you are not lost in 

the shuffle of a gazillion stars and quarks, for our God is strong and faithful to deliver as he has 

shown in Jesus, the I AM, crucified and risen for us. God be praised Amen. 

 


